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Eft -Ineia Company : 


IN WHICH 


The FacmTs contained in the 
MEMORIALS to tie Court of DIRE c- 

ro RS, and the Proceedings of the laſt 
General Court, upon the Anſwer of the 
Court of Directors to thoſe Memorials, 
_ are fully ſtared and ſhown. 
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7 2) 6 4 ' Proprietor in the Company s Fort. 
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S quis mihi Deus veſtram ad me audiendum benevolen- 
tiam conciliarit, efficiam profecto nt intelligatis nihil 
+ efſe bomini tam timendum quam invidiam; nibil in- 
, wocentt ſuſcepta invidia tam optandum quam qui 
 Judicium. Cic. pro Cluentio. 
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L ET TI EN 
Wan Tl 
The CHAIR MAN of the 
Eaſt- India Company. 


S 1 R, 
BASE FTER ſo full an Approbation 
by the General Court, of the 
Conduct of the Court of Dircc- 
Th Ve tors, one might imagine there 
could be no pretence for Men 
to perſiſt in the Clamour rais'd 
againſt them, and which was then fo much 
condemn'd ; and much leſs to contrive new 
Articles, and new Methods to alperſe them: 
But ſince a good deal of Induſtry has been 
uſcd thro' ſome late weekly Papers, to depre- 
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(4) 
ciate the Credit of the Court of Directors, and 
by that means to ſtrike at our very Trade to 
the Eaſt Indies; as a Proprietor in that Trade, 


I have taken the liberty to prefix your Name 


to theſe Papers, not only from the opinion! 
have of your great Worth, and Attachment to 
the real Intereſt and Service of the Company, 
but chiefly from your exact Knowledge of 
every Particular of the ſubject matter of this 
Letter. 

The late printed Memorials deliver'd to the 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company, and 
the Proccedings and Reſult of the laſt Gene- 
ral Court, are ſo well known, that there 
is no Man that converſes the leaſt abroad, 
but muſt hear of ſuch publick Tranſactions, 


and paſs ſome judgment upon them: But 


if he does it without hearing both ſides, and 
getting the beſt and moſt unprejudiced In- 
formation he can, he will not only find him- 
ſelf a miſtaken, but in the end a very 2nmo- 
ral Man. 

As I have read the Memorials with great 
care; ſo I have cndeavour'd to inform my ſelf 
of the true State of the Fats, on which the 
Memorials are founded, whether they be true 
or fairly repreſented without Aggravation, 
Prejudice or Intcreſt ; for according as theſe 
Circumſtances prevail, we muſt give more or 
leſs Credit to them 3 and as the Particulars 


| charg'd are true or falſe, the Reputation of the 


Directors or Memorialiſts muſt greatly ſuffer. 
| | ; 


Id £© Kt — 89Þ<wws x 


('s) 
am very ſenſible 'tis taking the unpopular ſide, 
to juſtify Perſons in Power; but I think l owe 


ſo much to Truth and Juſtice, to the Intereſt 


of the Company, and to the Publick in gene- 
ral, as to lay before the World ſuch authentick 
Accounts as I have heard of this matter. 

'Tis very caſy for artful and deſigning Men 


to ſtate Facts in ſuch a manner, as to impoſe 


upon Men of good Senſe, that are not per- 
fetly well acquainted with Buſineſs, eſpe- 
cially if thoſe Facts are of a perplex'd and in- 
tricate nature, and depend a good deal on Fi- 


gures and Calculation. But till tis more ea- 


ſy to make ſuch a Charge be thought true, 
where beſides the plauſibleneſs of it, it ſtrikes 
in with the general Prejudices and Paſſions of 
Mankind. Iv | 

Tis the particular Misfortune of the Eaſt- 
India Company, that they have always been 
regarded with a jealous Eye, and greatly miſ- 
repreſented by ſome ſpecious and popular To- 
picks, ſo that unwary Perſons have been in- 
duc'd to think ill of an excecding beneficial 
Branch of our Commerce. 

And that this is a beneficial Trade, is evident 
to any Man acquainted with the Imports and 
Exports of the Company. But notwithſtand- 
ing this Truth, yet a Prepoſſeſſion againſt the 
Trade itſelf has too much taken place; ſo 


that 'tis no wonder that the Directors, who have 


the management of it, ſhould lie under great- 
er and ſeverer Prejudices than thoſe who are 
free from the Jealouſy and Envy of ſuch an 


Employment. The 
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The Memorials indeed are very plauſibly, 

and artfully drawn, Men's Paſſions arc va 
riouſly apply'd to ; and every Topick has been 
uſed to aſperſe the whole Court of Directors, 
and deſtroy their Credit and Authority. Ac- 
cordingly, the Intereſt of the Company has 
with great vehemence been pretended, the 
oppreſſion of the Engliſh Subject, and fair 
Bidder ; and the exorbitant Fayour to Foreign- 
crs, has been loudly complain of, and great- 
ly aggravated. 
But did this Charge and Clamour come 
from Perſons altogether diſintereſted, I ſhould 
call up all my Attention, and put my ſelf up- 
on my guard againſt the Power and Influence 
of the Directors. 8 

But the Caſe is quite otherwile; Theſe 

Memorials may be eaſily ſeen thro, and diſco- 
ver'd to be written by Perſons that know all 
the Secrets and Advantages of Trade, and 
who appear anxious for the improvement of 
their Fortunes: So that I found it impoſſible 
for me, even at the firſt reading, implicitely to 
believe ſuch general Profeſſions for the Com- 
pany's Service. 
And I cant help obſerving, that the Inſtan- 
ces produc'd in the ſecond and third Memo- 
rials, of the preſumd Knowledge of the Buy- 
ing Directors, and Dutch Agents, are but ve- 
ry few, and thoſe moſt taken from the laſt 
Sale; that the Profit to the Buyers was very 
inconkderable, and the whole damage to tic 


Company but 280 J. and if the laſt Sale of the 
: Gurrahs 
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Gurrahs had gone on, at the very utmoſt would 


have been but 1184. ſo that the Court of Di- 
rectors might have expected very different 
Treatment; and the Grievance ſhould have 
been adequate to the Inſinuations and Clamour 
that have been rais'd, 

From the nature and extent of the Com- 
plaint, one might imagine that the very Foun- 


dations of the Company were ſtruck at; that 


there had been an univerſal Combination for 
Fraud and ſecret Practices; and that none but 
the Buying Directors, and Dutch Agents had 
been ever regarded, or had ever ſucceeded. 

But do the Memorialiſts in this caſe act fair- 
ly and ingenuouſly ? They mention indeed 
ſome few Inſtances, where Mr. Eccleſton, Mr. 
Emmott, and Mr. Deſitter have bought ad- 
vantageous Lots, and I think two or three 
where Mr. Arnold has not had any extraordi- 
nary purchaſe, But do they ſay that Mr. Ar- 
uold has not had any adyantageous Lot, at 
any bidding during thoſe five laſt Sales? Or, 
what would be to the Point, and only ſo, do 
they ſay that the common Bidders in no one 
Lot, during this Period, have ever had a good 
Bargain, or the Buying Directors, and Dutch 


Agents a bad one? That indeed would go a 


great way; but nothing of this is even al- 
ledg d, much leſs prov'd, as prov'd it ought 
to be, and that clearly, to maintain a Charge 
of ſo high a nature; nay, even Eccleſton him+ 
ſelf, this buying Director, has ſix Lots this 
lalt Sale, of the common and ordinary —4 

a rahs, 


4 * 
1 
8 13 
— - 


rahs, out of the thirty four, and ſo has not al- 


his extraordinary Knowledge. 


have ſome inſight into the value of the Goods 


(8) 


together reſerved himſelf for the advantage of 


But I find, Sir, the whole Clamour is 
raisd againſt the buying Directors, and 
Dutch Gentlemen: 'ris the Ground and 
Foundation of the Charge ; and as ſeveral 
Gentlemen are named in the Memorials, 


I take it for granted, that the greateſf part 
of them are Directors, or elle the very 


firſt and principal Fact fails; and imaginary 
Perſons are introduced toact a part, and ſerve 
ſomePurpoſe: All the Perſons I can find named | 
are Eccleſton, Deſitter, Bance, Arnold, Em 
mott, Martin, Deworth, and Gambier. Now 
undoubtedly all the World muſt take it for 
granted, that much the greateſt part of theſe 
Gentlemen are Directors, becauſe they are the 
Buyers, except poor Mr. Arnold, who I ſuſ- 
pe& by his not having ſo good a Bargain once 
or twice, as one could wiſh he had, can't, by 
the Memorialiſts Account, be poſſibly a Di- 
rector. But all the reſt, to be ſure, are Directors, 
elſe this Charge fails, and ends all in Conjectures 
and Gueſſes. And yet of all this number, Mr. 
Eccleſton is the only Perſon that is a Director. 

Now the Memorial ſays, that no Director | 
ſhoul dbe a Buyer, becauſe he muſt neceſſarily 


5 F 


have ſome light, which a common Bidder » 
can't have. But ſuppoſe he had; does it at all 
follow that ſuch Director, who, in reſpect of A 


his Office, and particular appointment, may 


t0 
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to be fold, ſhould therefore for ſome mean a 
vantage, betray ſo ſolemn a Truſt, whete 
the Intereſt of the Company is ſecur'd by an 
Oath, cither by unfairly bidding himſelf, or 
what is leſs ſuppoſable, by inſtructing others 
to bid ? Such a Charge, ſo highly reflecting 
upon 4 Man's Character, muſt not be admitted 
without clear and abſolute Proof: It muſt be 
Proof where you can't poſſibly take any Ex- 
ception to the Witneſſes, who muſt be Per- 
ſons abſolutely diſintereſted and free from Pre- 
judice. To ptonounce a Man guilty without 
ſuch Proof, is to do him a mortal injury; 
tis to fob him of his good Name, the only 
thing worth living for ; tis to make him mi- 
ſcrable to himſelf, and hateful and uſeleſs to 
the World. 

Would any Man then accuſe me of partia- 
lity for ſuch a Director, if I allow'd him what 
muſt in ſuch cafes be allow'd all Mankind, 
that either good Fortune or Skill from a long 
Acquaintance with that patticular Trade or 
Commodity, might give him now and then 
an advantageous Lot in common with other 
Bidders! 

Again, why ſhould I be guilty of ſuch an 
Outrage to Humanity, to encourage ſo unjuſt 
and proof-leſs an Accuſation, when there is 
an eaſy and a natural way to account for the 
late partial Information, and to fix it on the 
proper and only Offender? Is it not altoge- 
ther probable, that this may be the Ware- 
houſe-keeper ? one in whole cuſtody the Goods 
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were, and ſo fully capable of doing it, and 
from his being converſant in low Life, was 
liable to be impos d on by artful, or corrupted 
5 deſigning Men. 


Having ſaid thus much to clear the way for 
the ſtating ofthe Caſe, and only to remove 
thoſe Prejudices and Miſrepreſentations, which 
would otherwiſe be made part of it; I ſhall. 
lay before the World all the Facts truly and 
fairly, and ſuch as, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, 
J could depend upon for the ſatisfying my 
own judgment. The Facts on which the 
Memorials are founded, are ſhortly theſe. 
In the laſt September Sale of the Company's 
Piece-Goods, by which are meant ſuch Goods 
as meaſure by the Yard, ſome Gurrahs, a kind 
of Calicoes, were put up to Auction at ſe- 
venteen Shillings a Piece, which fold for 
twenty Shillings and two pence, to twenty 
'Shillings and ſix pence, as far as the firſt four 
and thirty Lots; but when the thirty fifth Lot 
was put up, notwithſtanding the Auction price 
was the ſame as in the former, and conlc- 
quently the Goodneſs to be preſum'd the ſame, 
yet Mr. Gambier advanc'd his Bidding, and 
bought it at twenty Shillings and ten Pencc. 
The next three Lots in order were bought by 
Mr. Deſitter, a Dutch Agent, from twenty 
Shillings and eight Pence, to one and twenty 
Shillings and four Pence; and after him Mr. 
Gambier bought the next ſucceeding Lot at 
one and twenty Shillings. 
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Theſe diffetent Biddings, or, as the Memo- 
rial expreſſes it, the hunting each other, gave 
an alarm to the other Bidders, and made them 
jealous that the Dutch Broker, and Mr. Cam- 
bier, or his Principal, knew of ſome Diffe- 
rence in the prime Coſts of theſe Goods, with 
which they were not acquainted. Immediate- 
ly every thing was Clamour and Confuſion ; 
and ſome of the Bidders were 'for adjourning 
the whole Sale till the Chairman appear'd ; 


upon whole Propoſal it was by common con- 


ſent agreed to go-on with all the reſt of the 


Sale, but that of the Gurrahs: and Mr. Gam- 


bier, and Mr. Deſitter gave up all Pretenſions 
to the Lots they had bought. 
This extraordinary Event caus'd a Commit- 
tee of Directors to be ſummon'd the next 
Morning, to inquire into this Fact, ſeveral 
days before the Memorial of the Drapers was 
deliver'd, or indeed drawn; which tho' a 
ſlight Circumſtance, yet I mention, to ſhow 
the Care and proper Diligence of the * 
rectors. 

The Committee, upon Examination, found 


that the Lot purchas d by Mr. Gambier, was 


of a higher prime Coſt, than thoſe that pre- 
ceded, and was the firſt in which there Was 
pl difference of the Goodneſs and Value. And 


becauſe it was their conſtant Courſe to have 
Samples of Goods that were of different Coſts 
in India (where the Difference was materia) 


to be drawn for the Buyers Inſpection, to go- 
vern themſelves by in their bidding; they 
B 2 inquix d 
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inquir'd whether the Warchouſe-keeper had 


accordingly ſo made out ſuch Samples, and 
pointed out the Lot where there was ſuch a 
difference in the prime Coſt; and they found 
he had not done it. Hereupon the Committee 
began to be jealous that Mr. Gambier, or his 
Principal, and the Dutch Agent, mult have had 
ſome previous knowledgeof the prime Coſt and 
Value of the Goods, by their exact and critical 
pitching upon ſuch Lots where there was ſuch 


an altcration. And to go to the bottom of 


this, they ſent for Mr, Gambier, and inſiſted 
in a very peremptory manner, on his decla- 
ring his Principal, which he abſolutely refus'd ; 
But Mr. Eccle{fon coming in, and being told 
of the Queſtion put to Mr. Gambier, and the 
manner of asking it, he own'd that Mr. Gam- 
bier had bought thoſe Lots for him. 

The Warchouſe-keeper thereupon was exa. 
min'd, and ſifted in the ſtrongeſt manner, and 
particularly if Mr. Eccleſton knew the Diffe- 
rence of the Prices: To which the Warchouſe- 
keeper ſaid he did, for that he was one of the 
Committee to inſpect the Warchouſes, and 
conſequently intitled to the knowledge of 
the prime Coſts, They then ask'd him whc- 
ther any other Director, to his Knowledge or 
Belief, had any Notice or Information of this 
Difference in theſe Goods; and he aflur'd them 
with Proteſtations, and Tender of his Oath, 
that he believ'd no other Directors but Mr. 
Baltzar Liſle, and Mr, Eccleſton, were ac- 
- quainted 
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quainted with this, both bcing of the Com- 


mittee for the Warehouſes. , 

But ſtill not being ſatisfied with this Exa- 
mination of their own Servant, and having 
heard that one of the Bidders had declar'd he 
had ſome previous Knowledge of the Kinds 
and Prices of theſe Goods, they ſpoke to that 
Gentleman, and uſed every Argument that 
could be, to learn from him the Perſon from 
whom he had receivd his Information; but 
he would not, it ſeems, diſcover ſo valuable a 
Secret. 

And to give ſtill further Proofs of their 
Zeal to find out this matter, they examin'd 
their Warchoule-keeper again, and applied to 
him in the ſtrongeſt manner, with Promiſes 
and Threats, of Protection or Loſs of Office, 
according to his Diſcovery, or Concealment 
of this mattcr, and this in the Preſence of the 
Linnen-drapers. But getting nothing fur- 
ticr from him, the Committee ſuſpended 
him till the General Court, that, if poſſible, 
the fear of wholly loſing his Place, might then 
extort a proper Confeſſi Ion from him. 

Having gone thus far to the Diſcovery of 
the paſt Grievance, they thought it neceſſary 
to provide ſuch Remedies as might beſt prevent 
ſuch a Miſchief for the future ; and thereupon 
the Committee came to theſe Reſolutions, that 
uch of theDireQors,asſhould be of theCommit- 
tec to inſpect theWarchouſes, ſhould themſelves 
ſee that Samples of every Species of Goods of 

diffe- 


: (4) 
different Prices, tho' of the fame Denomina- 
tion, ſhould regularly be drawn and expoſed 
for the Buyers Inſpection; and that a Mark 
of diſtinction ſhould be put in the Book of 
—_ Sales againſt thoſe Lots, from which ſuch Sam- 
= ples ſhould be drawn. And not being without 
Suſpicion, that this Information might come 
from the Warehouſe-keeper, they order'd that 
a new Covenant ſhould be inſerted in the 
Warchouſe-keeper's Articles, and that if he 
fail'd in his duty in that particular, and any 
Prejudice was occaſion d by it, his Security 
ſhould anſwer it. 

But ſince I have taken notice that Mr. 
Baltzar Liſte was one of the Committee of 
the Warchouſes, it would be injuſtice to that 
Gentleman if I did not mention that he is no 
Buyer: nor was there, or can there be the 
leaſt Imputation on his Behaviour, and with 
whoſe Conduct every body was ſatisficd; and 
indeed I ſhould have ask'd pardon for barely * 
nating him, if the Series of the Relation had 
not requir'd'it: and as to Mr. Ercleſton, he i» 
extremely capable of making his own defence, 
fo that 'tis unneceſſary for me to ſay any thiny 
for or againſt him. 

But, Sir, during theſe T ranſactions of the te 
Directors, a Remonſtrance was preſented, com 
plaining of the unfair practice at the Sale, ana | 
deſiring that ſorhe of the Body of the Remon 5 
ſtrants, ſhould be join d to a Committee of D! 
rectors, to inſpect the Book of Sales, and ti! 0 
prime Coſt of the Picce- Goods. 
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Immediately, and with great readineſs and 
pleaſure, the Committee of Correſpondence 
were join'd to five, of the Memorialiſts, and 
with all imaginable Diſpatch gave them the 
prime Coſts, not only of the Gurrahs, which 
were the preſent Grievance, but likewiſe of 
ſome other Species of Calicoes, the Photaes, 
the Romals, and Dooſootics : And withal very 


particularly deſired the Memorialiſts to think of 


any other Expedient to diſcover the late ma- 
nagement, or prevent it for the future. 
Upon this they preſented a ſecond, and 


after that a third Memorial; and as this laſt 


contains the Subſtance of the whole Charge a- 
gainſt the Court of Directors, and all the Facts 
which are produced to maintain that Charge, 
I ſhall confine myſelf to the conſideration of 
that Memorial only. 

The Charge in this Memorial may be con- 
lider'd either as accuſing all the Directors, as 
ating under the influence of the buying 
Directors, and Dutch Agents, who have made 
an Advantage by the late ſuppos'd Frauds, or 
elle asprivy to and conniving at theſe Frauds, 


and not taking proper - meaſures. to diſcover 


the Authors of them. But before I proceed 
to mention the Facts produced to make good 
this Charge, it will be proper to cite the 
Words of the Memorial, where the Charge 
is made againſt the whole Court of Directors, 
that the World may ſce whether, I miſrepre- 
ſent their Meaning, and how far the Direc- 
tors had reaſon to complain of this N 
an 
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and withal, what degree of Credit is to be 
given to Men, who can raſhly accuſe inno- 
cent Perſons in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and yet 
after abſolutely deny they had any ſuch inten- 
tion. The Words are theſe; * And here we 
© cannot omit obſerving that you have often 
© called upon us, to declare where the before 
mentioned Gentlemen (that is, the buying 
Directors and Dutch Agents) have had 
b Kat 3 Knowledge ; whereas all im. 

partial Men muſt allow your Stations give 
* the only Opportunity to find out 5 

* and how fuch Intelligence was procured. 
«© We concerve it cannot be ſuppoſed to be 
had from any others than thoſe Perſons, 
© who among You, or in your Service, have 
© been introfted with ſuch Secrets: Who they 

© are, is only known to yourſelves, and ſuch 
* Perſons to whom ſuch Secrets have been 
© communicated. If I know the Force and 
Meaning of Engliſp Words, here is a poſt 
tive and direct Charge againſt the whole Court 
of Directors, that they knew the Perſons that 
had communicated this Intelligence, and re- 
vealed the Secrets of the Company: But as 
expreſs as it is, we ſhall find by and by, that 
the Memorialiſts in the General Court, deny'd 
that they had any Thoughts to charge the 
Court of Directors. But ſurely, if words mean 
any thing, and the Memorialiſts are in carnelt 
with their Complaint, they muſt deſign to re- 
flect on the whole Body; for are not they 


to redreſs the Grievances complain'd of, and 
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not particular Members of that Court ; and 
conſequently thoſe generat Words can be 
applied to none but the Court of Directors? 
And to take the Memorialiſts in any other 
Senſe, would be to impeach their Underſtand- 
ings, as the Denial of this Charge in the Ge- 
neral Court does, and muſt affect the clear- 
neſs of their Credit in the other parts of 
their Accuſation. 

This is too plain and obvicis to be inſiſt- 
e ed on, and makes it almoſt unncceſſary to 
„ I tranſcribe any more of the Memorial to this 
l purpoſe : But I beg leave, juſt to touch upon 
be another Paſſage reflecting on the Court of 
„ Directors; and this relates to the hurry in the 
ve I laſt Sale, which was calculated, as 'tis ſaid, for 
he Advantage of the Dutch Agents: The 
Words are, Ir ic with very great Concern that 
we fee the prevailing Injinence the Dutch 
Gentlemen have in your Direction. To avoid 
the Force of the Objection, that they have 
in this particular charged the whole Court, 
the Memorialiſts muſt (ay, they mean only 
two or three of the Directors, who have full 
and abſolute Power to order and direct every 
dale, But ſurely this is trifling, and the Eng- 
liſh of this Compliment is plainly this, and 
which the Memorialiſts deſign'd to tell the 
Court of Directors, that they were either ſo 
corrupt as to come into the Meaſures of the 
Dutch Gentlemen, or ſo weak and abſurd, as 
not to ſee the Property they made of them. | 

Having fully ſhown that the Memorialiſts 
haye charged the whole Court of Directors, I 
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ſhall now proceed in my Inquiry into the Facts 
that ſupport theſe Charges, in the order they 
ſtand in the Memorial, and ſhall conſider 
that part which relates to the 114266 Long 
Cloths, and the 144102 Salamporcs, put up 
to Auction the March Sale 1724-5 ; which 
the Memorialiſts ſay, was a very unuſual Quan- 
tity, and put up at a very low Price: and 
they go on and ſay, that a very ſmall Quan- 
tity of theſe Goods were put up the September 
Sale following ; and this is produced to make 
good their Charge againſt the Court of Di- 
rectors, by whole order this was, and indeed 
can only be done; but all this under the in- 
fluence, and to ſerve the Purpoſes of ſome 
buying Directors, who in Fact, as the Memo- 
rial aſſerts, did buy great Quantities of them, 
and ſold them to great Advantage. 

Here is a very ſtrong and high Charge, 
and no doubt what every plain Man, not 
uſed to the Arts of the World, and who has 
ſome ſcruples about keeping common meaſures 
with Truth and Juſtice, would think, was ab- 
ſolutely true in every part, and what the Me- 
morialiſts muſt certainly know, and could e- 
vidently prove. But ſuppoſe, I could with great 
eaſe and truth unravel this Fact, and ſhow you 
the reaſon of this Conduct ; and that it was, 
upon conſulting with ſome of the Memorialiſts, 
for wiſe and beneficial Purpoſes for the Com- 
pany's Service; or that very few of theſe 
Goods then bought, by the principal buying 
Director, have beet ſold, as not being 1alc- 


able 
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able to ee 1 ſay, if I can make this 
moſt manifeſtly appear by true and authentick 


Accounts, what can you think of theſe Me- 


morialiſts, or this Treatment, fo cruel and ſo 
undeſerved? I ſhall ſpeak to this Article in 
the order it lies, and begin with that part of 
it, concerning the great Quantity .of Long- 
Cloths and Salampores, put up the March Sale, 
1724-5, and that at very low Prices. The 
Occaſion of it was thus: The Company find- 
ing it neceſſary that the Black Merchants, of 
whom their Factors bought Piece-Goods for 
England, ſhould be kept ſtrictly to their Sam- 
ples, both as to lengths and goodneſs, reſolved 
to ſend over a Gentleman whole Skill they 
were ſure of, and whoſe Fidelity they hoped 
they might ſafely depend upon. But this 
Gentleman, whether impos'd upon by the Sub- 
tlety and Artifices of the Indian Merchants, or 
for other Reaſons, ſhip'd the firſt Year great 
Quantities of theſe Long-Cloths and Salam- 
pores, much worſe than ever were imported 
from the Indies, Upon this, the Court of 
Directors were full of reſentment, and up- 
braided him with the badneſs of theſe Com- 
modities ; but however, in hopes of a better 
Cargo, they told him they were willing to 
impute it to ſome Accident, or at the moſt 
to Negligence, and deſir'd him to be more 
careful for the future. The next Year like- 
wiſe came home great numbers of Long-Cloths 
and Salampores, full as bad, if not worſe 
than the former; upon which, they diſcharg' d 
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him from the Company” s Service, and ſtrictly 
order'd his Succeſſor to take care to provide 
ſuch Goods only, as anſwered the Company's 
Samples, And I can't help obſerving, that 
the Complaint' of the badneſs of the Long. 
Cloths, Salampores, and Gurrahs run as high 
and loud at that time, as it does upon the SE 
occaſion ; and that many of them being put 
up to Sale, were rejected with great contempt, 
and” forced to be laid by. 

- Hereupon the Court of Directors reſolved 
to conſult with ſome Linen-Drapers, who, 
they knew, perfectly well undcrſtood the na- 
ture and kind of theſe Goods, and whom, as 
Bidders and Dealers, it more particularly con. 
cern'd to know their Damage and Defetts. 
Accordingly, four of theſe very Memorialiſts 
inſpected theſe Long-Cloths and Salampores, 
and gave the Court of Directors in Writing, 
their Judgment upon the Matters referr'd to 
them ; and withal told them, that theſe Goods 
for two Years together had been greatly de- 
bas'd in their Value. 2 

They ſtated their particular Differences, how 
much theſe were worſe than thoſe formerly 
ſent over, and were ſo free as to ſay, they 
did not know what uſe they were fit for, and 
made it appear the Company would loſe to 
the amount of four or five and twenty thou- 
ſand Pounds by theſe Commodities. This 
| Repreſentation of the Linen-Drapers, was 
dated the 29 Jan. 1724-5. extremely near the 
time of the March Sale, and agreed 1 
2 _ 


121) 
ſtance with a Report of a Committee of Di- 
rectors, appointed for this purpoſe. 

The Court of Directors thereupon, conſidering 
how beneficial this part of their Trade was, and 
that the Vending ſuch Goods under the Marks 
and Covers uſual to them, would in all probabi- 


lity flue. and diſcredit the Fabrick and Species 


of them, came to a Reſolution to put up what 
remain'd of theſe Long-Cloths and Salampores 
at once, and to ſtrip the worſt of them of 
their Covers, and to fell them as they do 
damaged Goods, that the eaſineſs of the Price 
might encourage Gentlemen to bid; and that 
if any Advantage could be made of them by 
Printing, the Buyers might have the Benefit 
of the Spring-ſeaſon. And for theſe, and 
theſe Reaſons only, 114266 Long-Cloths, and 
144102 Salampores were put up at that Sale. 

And give me leave, Sir, to remind you of 
a Circumſtance or two in this Affair, becauſe 
you will never learn them from the Memo- 
rialiſts, that theſe Goods lay open and expoſed 
to the Buyer's View ; they ſaw what they were, 
and thought them fo far from being put up 
at a low Price, that they rejected them with 
the utmoſt diſdain, and diſcourag'd others from 
bidding. I muſt likewiſe take notice, that the 
Memorialiſts make no allowance for the Num- 
bers that lay on the Company's hands of theſe 
Goods the preceding Sale; and were pur up 
to Auction the March Sale, which in truth 
created the unuſual Quantity of theſe Goods 
at that Sale, which otherwiſc had kept its __ 
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and uſual proportion. But by leaving out all 
theſe Circumſtances, and making a Caſe en- 
tirely of their own, the Memorialiſts ſuggeſt 
this Accident of the unuſual quantity of theſe 
+ Goods then put up, to be all Management and 
Fraud; not indeed in reſpect of the quantity 
then ſold, for that every Proprictor muſt be 
glad of, becauſe it ſhews a flouriſhing and ex- 
tended Trade; but from the ſmall quantities 
of them intended to be put up in the Septem- 
ber ſale, which only the Directors did, and 
could know, and by this means they made 
great advantage of their Knowledge, by the 
Monopoly of thoſe Commodities. 

It is the misfortune of the Memorial, that 
the very ſtating of the Caſe, as it really is, is 
a full Anſwer to every Charge againſt the 
Court of Directors, and as ſoon as the Facts 
are known, the Accuſation vaniſhes. But till 
do the Memorialiſts act fairly? Do they men- 
tion any reaſon of this extraordinary and large 
Sale, or of the lowneſs of the Price, or the 
Conduct of the Directors in asking the Ad- 
vice of ſome of them, who were beſt skill'd 
in this Buſineſs ; or, in ſhort, any one Circum- 
Nance neceſſary to judge of the Truth of this 
Charge: 8 

Or, to put it home upon thoſe four of the 
Memorialiſts: Is it poſſible that they ſhould 
not be acquainted with every Particular, every 
minute Reaſon in the Conduct of this Affair! 
Or knowing it, is it likely they ſhould not 
communicate it to their Friends, and. they to 
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others? Or will they dare acknowledge they 
engroſs d to their own Benefit this Secret, and 
convict themſelves of Meanneſs of Spirit, and 
ſtrong Injuſtice, only to blacken and calum- 
niate the Directors? 

But conſider the Abſurdity of this Article: 
The Directors knew there would be a ſmall 
quantity of theſe Long-cloths and Salampores 
the Seprember Sale, and therefore put up im- 
menſe numbers the preceding Sale : Could 
that Knowledge ſecure their Purchaſe ; or was 
not the View of the Goods and the Bidding 
equally open to every one, or was there any 
the leaſt unfair Practice uſed for their Monopo- 
ly, as they are pleas d to call it? no certainly; 
for ſuch willing Inquiſitors muſt and would 
have obſery'd it, and moſt ſurely would have 
diſappointed the buying Directors, by ſecuring 
to themſelves ſufficient quantities, notwith- 
ſtanding any Meaſures or Fineſſe of ſuch Di- 
rectors. But not having done ſo, tis plain they 
did not ſuſpect them; and there being no 
Foundation then for Complaint in this matter, 
there can poſſibly be none now. 

But however to amuſe the World, the Memo- 
alis change the Scene in this Article: Now 
the Accuſation is, that the Directors only 


bought up all theſe bad and damag'd Goods: 


Before, it was only Mr. Arnold bought them. 


How comes a Director knowingly to buy bad 
Goods ? Why, the Price was leſs, and they ſold. 


them abroad to great Advantage. Is this cer- 
fain? Is it proyd? Or rather are not they: 
ſure, 
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ſure, very ſure of the contrary, and that one 


Fifth has not been fold ; nay, that the Remain- 
der of theſe Goods unſold have been offer'd to 
the Memorialiſts at the Money they coſt, with 
the Loſs of Intereſt all this while? Theſe are 
Facts they all know, or what they can be fully 
ſatisfied of every Moment of their Lives. 


Having fully fhown the diſingenuity of the 


Memorialiſts, in the former part of this Arti- 
cle, I ſhall now proceed to lay open their un- 


fairneſs in this latter part of the Charge; and 
do them this Juſtice however, as to ſay they 
act very Uniformly, and with great Conſiſten- 
ey. The ſubject matter of this part of the 
Charge, and indeed 'tis the whole of the 
Charge, is, That there was a very {mall quan- 
tity of Long-cloths, and Salampores put up the 
September Sale following: For, as I have ob- 
{ery'd before, the great quantities of Goods ſold, 
muſt be for the Advantage of every Proprietor, 
as it ſhews our Trade flouriſhes, by the quick 
Conſumption and Demand of our Commodi- 
ties. Nor indeed is it material to ſuch Proprie- 
tor, who buys his Goods, provided he be a 


gainer by the Sale; but the true Reaſon of the 


{mall quantities of the Long-cloths and Salam- 
pores that Sale, was this: The Indian Mer- 
Chants: who deal in theſe Commodities, and 


from whom we arc oblig'd ro buy them, find- 


ing they had ſuch good Succeſs in their Fraud, 


were ſtill in hopes of carrying on ſo beneficial 
a' Trade. They had found the Advantage of 


1 
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it for two Years, and accordingly they made 
the uſual quantities, which the Company 
bought of them, of the ſame baſe and wret- 
ched Manufacture, and very ſmall quantities 
of good and merchantable Calicocs. But ſome 
time before theſe were to come to Market, 
the Perſon by whoſe miſconduct the Company 
had ſo groſly ſuffer'd, was remov'd from his 
Employment, and the Gentleman that ſuc- 
ceeded him had cxpreſs, poſitive, and repeated 
Orders from the Court of Directors, not to 
buy any Long-cloths or Salampores but what 
were perfectly good. The Black Merchants 
had little good; but what was ſo, was bought 
up, and ſent home, a good deal leſs indeed than 
what there uſed to be, but conſiderably more 
than is mention'd in the Memorial. - But how- 
ever, to obviate the inconvenience that there 
might be for want of Calicoes, the Court of Di- 
rectors put up a very extraordinary and unuſual, 
quantity of Gurrahs, to the number of nine 
and thirty thouſand, which might and did ſup- 
ply the want of the others; but this the Me- 
morialiſts, according to their uſual Candour, 
very artfully forget. Here is a natural and 
true Account of all this Proceeding, and for 
which the Directors have been fo inhumanely 
treated. Is there any Fraud in this, any regard 
to a particular Director's Intereſt or Influence, 
or, what is the only point to the Proprietors, 
any L,8/5 to the Company, by the miſconduct 
of the Directors? What does it ſignify who 
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bought their Long-cloths and Salampores, if 


the Company did not ſuffer by it? But if 
the Facts be falſe, no wonder the Inſinuations 
muſt be ſo too. But you ſec, Sir, how can- 
did and ingenuous theſe 1 are; 
how tenacious of Truth, and eager to men- 


tion every Circumſtance neceſſary for our 


knowledge of the true State of this Caſe. For 
my own part, I am quite tired with tracing 
their Miſrepreſentations, and convicting them 
in every Line, of Facts miſ-ſtated, or omitted. 
Why ſhould I mention their Miſrepreſentation 
in the Matter of the Samples of the Photaes and 


Romals, that they were ſhown by the Samples 


that coft three Shillings and ten Pence, tho many 
of them, as tis ſaid, coſt from four to five Shil- 
lings, when thoſe Samples were not to ſhow 
their Goodneſs, but their Lengths and Breadths! 
Or why ſhould I offer to diſprove that Fact of 
the Datch Directors being refuſed to buy in 
their Company's Sales, when all Mcn know 
they are conſtantly admitted ? 

I ſhall therefore proceed to the next part of 
their Charge, the unuſual and extraordinary 
Hurry in the laſt Sale; and which, tho' made 
an Article againſt the Court of Directors, is 
the real Cauſe and Foundation of the-preſent 
Complaint, procceding from the Diſappoint- 
ment of ſome imaginary and unwarrantable 
Schemes of Profit and Advantage: and from 
hence, I am afraid, their Demand ariſes, that 
no Director ſhall bc allowed to buy, which 
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ſhall preſently conſider. Tis a firſt Principle, not 
only with the Eaſt- India Company, but with 
all Traders, to encourage as many Buyers as 
they can. This prevents all Practice and Com- 
binations, deſtroys Monopolies, and gives not 
only the firſt Sellers better Terms, but pro- 
teas all Dealers in the Retail way. The fo- 
reign Buyers are the moſt conſiderable at our 
India Sales; they take off immenſe Quanti- 
ties of our Goods, and are the great Pipes for 
the circulating our foreign Export Trade. And 
may affirm, that for four Sales only, full 
three Fourths of che whole Sale of the Com- 
pany's Piece-Goods have been exported, the Pro- 
duce of which has amounted to one Million 
ſeven Hundred ninety one Thouſand Pounds. 
A Schedule of which I ſhall preſent the Reader 
with, at the end of this Letter, that he may 
have the pleaſure to ſee how beneficial this 
part of our Trade is to the Nation. Eyery 
Proprietor then will believe ſuch Perſons de- 
ſerve all imaginable Encouragement, and that 
they ſhould have every Convenience not in- 
conſiſtent with Juſtice, and the Company's In- 
tereſt, 

It happen'd during this Sale, that the Sale 
of the Dutch Eaſt-India Company was to 
begin ſo ſoon, that the Dutch Merchants and 
Agents here would be obliged to return to 


Holland before our Sale was finiſh'd, if it 


proceeded in the preciſe Form that is generally 
obſeryed, and the Times and Hours of bid- 
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ding ſhould be punctually continued. But 
however, to make things as eaſy both for our 
own Merchants, as well as the Dutch, little 
Innovation was made as poſſible, except in the 
two laſt days, when the Sale was continued 
till eight at night, the Dutch being obliged to 
be gone the next morning. But as for the reſt 
of the Sale, it proceeded regularly, and with- 
out any altcration ; or if any, at the requeſt, 
and by the common conſent of the Bidders. 
In every Delay indeed to protract the Sale, the 
Memorialiſts very heartily concurred. Nor 
can one blame them, ſince it was their Inte- 
reſt to have no other Bidders but themſelves, 
and conſequently to buy up the Goods at 
their own Prices. And 'tis a ſtrange Com- 
pliment the Memorialiſts pay to the Under- 
ſtanding of every Proprictor, to complain of 
the Conduct of the Directors in this Sale, 
when the Complaint muſt have been, and that 
a reaſonable one, if they had not juſt ated 
as they did, Muſt not the Company have 
greatly ſuffer'd, if the Dutch Agents had not 
been concern'd in every part of the Sale ? and 
where had been the difference, if they had 
actually been excluded by Force, or been pre- 
vented from buying by an unneceſſary, abſurd, 
and inconvenient Delay! So that the Memorial 
ſets out wrong; it applies to the Proprietors, 
when the Grievance ſuppoſed i is only the Me- 
morialiſts own loſs. 


But 
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But to come to Facts, and ſee whether they 
will do them more ſervice than their Reaſon- 
ing upon them. They affirm they had no 
time to view the Goods: What, none at all ? 
were the Goods taken out, and immediately 
bid upon? So the Charge is. But, Sir, 1 
need not tell you, what you and all the World 
know, that the Bengal Goods, particularly 
the Gurrahs complain'd of, were expos d to 
view for nine days. This ſurely was time 
enough ; here was no tranſient View, but 
more than ſufficient to have diſcover'd the 
Value, or any Damage or Imperfection in theſe 
Goods. 

The next Complaint is, that the Hours of 
Sale were alter'd, that they were oblig'd to fit 
from a little after nine till two, and from half 
an hour after three, till half an hour after 
nine; by which means the Dutch engroſs d 
the greater part of the Goods. You ſce how 
intimately the Dutch are made part of this 
Complaint ; this is the Sore, and 'tis no won- 
der their Attendance was ſo troubleſome as 
they alledge, ſince it was in Company they 
did not like, and which they wiſh'd gone. 
But how comes it to paſs they ſhould let the 
Dutch engroſs ſo much? Is it credible that 
they ſhould not bid upon them, when they 
were ſo full of Suſpicions of their having bet- 
ter knowledge of theſe Goods than themſelves 
bad? Would not that tempt them? But ei- 
ther they were aſtoniſh'd, or tir d, or ſleepy, 

and 
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and by that means the Dutch bought al! 
up. But let us ſee how true theſe Facts 
are like wiſe: Would not any one, from the 
general Expreſſions, in which their Com. 
plaint is alledg'd, imagine their Attendance 
was preciſely and conſtantly ſo every Day } 
and that they were ſcrupulouſly exact in 
the Computation of their Time? But is it 
not as well known as the India Houſe, that 
the Sale never began till Ten in the Morn- 
ing, and that it never laſted till Two, but 
one Poſt- day, and that by the general Deſire 
of the Bidders? and that the Afternoon Sales 
never began till Four, and never laſted till 
Eight, but the two Nights before the Dutch 
Agents were obliged to return home? 

I ſhall now conſider the laſt Article of their 
Charge againſt the Court of Directors, and that 
s, the preſumed Knowledge they had of the late 
ſuppoſed Frauds, and taking no mealures to diſ- 
cover the Authors of them; and this in very 
aggravating Terms, that they were the only 
Perſons that knew it, and yet would not at- 
tempt it. Surely by the Conduct of the 
Memorialiſts, one would think that Slander 
was a Virtue; whence elſe is this Charge, ſo 
falſe, and what they themſelves muſt know 
to be falſe? Were not they acquainted with 
the whole Progreſs of the Directors Conduct, 
in their Examinations and Meaſures to find 
out this late Misbehaviour? Was not the 
Warehouſe keeper examin d before them, and 

every 
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every thing done and complicd with to give 
the Memorialiſts all imaginable Satisfaction? 
Yet more: Did not one of the Bidders often 
declare. he had a previous Knowledge of the 
prime Coſts of thele Goods, and did not he 
acquaint the Memorialiſts with it, and could 
not he have diſcover it if he had thought 
fit? Why was he artfully left out of the num- 

er of the Subſcribers to the Memorial, when 
he could have reycal'd this whole Matter, 
and clear'd up all the Fraud? But that had 
been groſsly to have fallify'd their Charge in 
the firſt Inſtance, and to have brought in a 
Witneſs againſt themſelves, that the Court of 
Directors were not the only Perſons that knew 
of this management. 

I am really, Sir, aſtoniſh'd at this Behaviour 
and Treatment, and am ſo alarmed, that I 


cannot but look upon the Memorialiſts with 


great Jealouſy : And tho every Proprietor is 
pleaſed that there is a Diſcovery of the Prac- 
tices of the Warchouſe-keeper, yet when 
that Diſcovery has been made the Occa- 
lion of blackning the Court of Directors, and 
fixing an Offence, which could be only his, 
on the whole Body; I think I owe the 
Memorialiſts very little, and that I ſhould con- 
ſider their Views, and grant their Demands, 
with the utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection. 

Their Demands arc, that no Director ſhall be 
allowed to Buy, and that every Bidder ſhall 
know the prime Coſts of thc Company's. 

Gcods. 
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Goods. As to the firſt point, ſuppoſe it can 
be proved that the Buying Directors are very 
conſiderable Merchants, who vend great Quan- 


tities of the Company's Goods, and ſuch Goods 


which either muſt ſtick upon their hands, or 
be ſold to a great Loſs, and under Value; 
if ſuch Buying Directors are Perſons that 
know, and really promote the Intereſt of the 
Company, in all its various Branches of Trade; 
if they are fully acquainted with the Arts 
and Deſigns of the Bidders for monopolizing 
Commodities of different kinds, and have 
actually by their Biddings defeated ſuch pre- 
judicial Deſigns and Combinations: I ſay, if 
all, or any of theſe can be proved, then this 
Demand is not only unreaſonable, but fatal to 
the Intereſt of the Company. I could pro- 
duce many Inſtances where the Bidders have 
agreed among themſelves to take ſuch par- 
ticular Parcels of Goods at extravagantly Low 
Prices, and the Company muſt have traded 
for them only, and to Loſs, if the Buying 
DireQors had not interpoſed, and advanced 
the Bidding. Why muſt this hardſhip be laid 
on ſuch Directors or the Company, that one 
muſt loſe the common Privileges of Society, 
and the Birth-right of every Subject in mak- 
ing a lawful and reaſonable Profit by Trade; 
or the other be deprived of able and expe- 


rienced Perſons to act for them, not only 


capable to ſerve them, but who in fact have 
greatly done ſo? Or why ſhould the Com- 
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pany's Sale, which by their Conſtitution, is 
appointed to be a general one, become con- 
find by excluding part of the Buyers? Or, 
s I would be glad to know what mighty Ser- 
vice the Memorialiſts have done the Com- 
3 I pany, or what diſintereſted Conduct they have 
t ſhewn, that all of a ſudden we ſhould thus 
e partially declare in their favour? Why are 
3 BW we to be ſo vaſtly fond of, and in love 
ts with theſe Gentlemen, meerly for giving 
3 WW riſe to the examining into a Fraud in a 
poor Warchouſe-keeper, in a Matter to their 
© Wown Advantage; and where, if all the 
it Fraud had been ſucceſsful to the utmoſt, the 
us Company could not have loſt above Eleven 
to Hundred and Eighty One Pounds? Is this 
ſuch a Diſcovery, and ſuch a Service as to 
induce a Proprietor, to alter a Method ſo 
long eſtabliſhed (againſt the Policy of the 
Dutch and South-Sea Companys, who al- 
low their Directors to Buy) that has been 
not only not prejudicial, but greatly advan- 
tageous ? Surely the Gentlemen over-rate their 
Merit; and their Intereſt to get the Directors 
excluded, has carried them to an exceſs of 
delf - eſteem. Or are we to fear theſe 
entlemen will bid no more, unleſs the 
Directors are prohibited? That, indeed, 
vould be a mortifying Circumſtance, and 
tremely probable, if the great Profit they 
made, diſappointed as they are, at eve-, 
Sale, did not make me flatter my ſelf, 
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their Intereſt would get the better of then 


Reſentment. 

As to the ſecond Demand, that the Bid. 
ders be acquainted with the prime Coſts 
of the Goods bought abroad: This indeed, 
I ſhould be for allowing, if it did not frrik 
at all our India Trade, and by letting the 
Bidders ipto the intimate Secrets of it, give 


them a full Power over every Commodity 


at every Sale. But this is ſo. very xcafonable 
and ſo void of all private Views and De- 
ſigns, that every Proprictor muſt undonbted- 
ly think himſelf obliged to. the, Memorialiſts 
1 ſo juſt and modeſt a Requeſt, and what! 
believe I may take upon me to ſay, the Com- 
pany will grant, when they ſhall generouſly 
lead the Way, and let their on Cuſtomers 
into a like Knowledge, of the Natur- and 
Advantage of their Trade. | 

I have now, Sir, given a fall; and, Lhope, 
ſatisfactory Anſwer, to the Charge and De. 
mands of the Memorialiſts, free from all 
prejudice to either Side; but if any one ſhal 
accuſe me of Partiality for the Directors, ti 
what I can bear, becauſe 1 think their Vin- 
dication and the Company's Intereſt are all 
one. But indeed, Six, I don't ſpeak my own 
Sentiments, but thoſe of all the general Courts: 
Nay, Sir, I ſpeak. the Sentiments of the Mc 
morialiſts mende „ Who in the general 
Court, abſolutel deny'd. they had Charg d, 


or deſign d to Charge the Court of Dient 


«© 
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but only ſome of their Members : But that 
they did Charge them as a Court, is obvi- 
ous to every Man, that knows what Words 
mean. 

I need not tell you, Sir, that the Court 
of Directors gave in to the general Court, a 
very full and compleat Anſwer to the ſeveral 
Charges and Demands of the Memorialiſts; 


and that the Warchouſe-keeper was examin d 


in the general Court, and that he ſtill deny'd 
that any other of the Directors, but Mr. Balt- 


Zar Liſie and Mr. Eccleſton were acquainted 


with the prime Coſt of the Goods, the Truth 
of which he offered to ſwear; and that the 
principal buying Director again offcr'd the 
Memorialiſts to ſell them this mighty invidi- 


ous Bargain of the Long-Cloths, and Salam- 


pores, for the very Money they coſt him near 
three years ago, which was not accepted: 
Nor need I inform you, of what is known to 
every body, that the Court of Directors laid 
before the general Court the Proviſions and 
Regulations they had made to prevent ſuch 
miſchief for the future; which were ordering, 
that Samples of the Piece-Goods, that were 


of different Prices, ſhould be ſhown ; and that 


the Warehouſe-keeper ſhould give Security to 
do his Duty in this particular, or failing to 
do it, his Security ſhould be liable : And that 


all their Conduct, and theſe prudent Re- 


gulations, were highly approved of by the ge- 
neral Court 5 and that the Court of Directors 
E 2 | hayc 
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have ſt nce diſchatg d the Warchouſe · keepet 
from their Service. After ſuch a Teſtimony, 
tis unneceſſaty for me to make any further 
Obſervations, or to defend thoſe whom a ge- 


neral Court has ſo fully juſtify d. I am, 


only concerned for the Intereſt of the Com- 
pany, and if any thing has fallen incidental- 
ly from me in their Vindication, they owe 
me nothing; and they muſt eſteem it theit 


happineſs, that the doing them 7uſ?zce, is ne- 
ceſſary to do the Company ſerve : My 


buſineſs is not to add to any one's Reproach, 
or raiſc Indignation; and if any unguarded 
Expreſſion has fallen from me againſt the Me- 
morialiſts, in my warmth for the Company, 
they will, I hope, impute it to that, and not 
to any perſonal Pique or Reſentment. 

I queſtion not, but much the greateſt part 
of the Memorialiſts, are Men of Honour and 
Integrity; and will own, that I belive they 


have by Art or Surprize been drawn in to coun- 


tenance the Clamour, and ſupport the Schemes 
of ſome deſigning Men, who have Intereſts of 
their own, and that they really had no inten- 
tion to fix any Aſperſion on the Court of Di- 

rectors, or abet a Charge which zone can 
' juſtify, and 4d have diſavowed. But I am 
perſuaded they will condemn their own Con- 
duct, when they ſhall have detected the ſecret 
Artifices of thoſe who have miſguided them, 
what they tend to, and what muſt be the 


Conſequences of them. They will ſoon bc 
con- 
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convinced that ſuch Clamour muſt diſcourage 
ſuch Directors, who have been not only 
uſeful, but neceſſary for the government of 
| the Company's Affairs, from acting with all 
chat Zeal they have hitherto ſhown for their 
Service, unlels they have very ſtrong Principles 
of Morality, and can calily forgive ſuch an 
; In jury. 
They ſhould Ss the preſent Situation 
of the Company's Affairs, how the very 
Foundations of their Trade are ungratefully, 
„but powerfully ſtrack at; and that their 
1Aſſiſtance to hurt the Company, is a good 
deal unneceſſary, when the Oſtenders can do 
„/ nuch. 
t That this is forming and uniting into a great 
and formidable Body, all the different Forces 
t of Men that have falſe Opinions, Prejudices 
dor Intereſt to deſtroy the Zaſt-India Com- 
y WW pany: That it muſt affect our Trade, and 
- | conſequently the Share and Fortune of every 
s Proprietor: That tis acting with artful Men, 
f Wl againſt ourſelves, where, every point gain'd , 
1- I muſt be the loſs of ſo much Property. In 
ſhort, that it is to be Enemies, not only to 


ourſelves, but to the Publick, by checking the 
n moſt beneficial Branch of Trade we enjoy 
n- and by that means oppoſing the Wealth and 
Grandeur of the Kingdom, and conſequently 


the Welfare and neceſſary Support of the 
ie DE Conſtitution. 
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P. F. 1 6. here, Sir, 8 to o my 
Promiſe, given you a Schedule 1 4 one 
Branch only of the Company's Trade, that 
the World may ſce how greatly beneficial 
the Eat. India Trade is to the Nation. 


A SCHEDULE of Piece- Goods Sold. 
3 Exported. 
In September Sale, 1724. 678,000 487,000 
In March Sale, 1724-5. 797,000 610,000 
= In Septem. Sale, 1725. $64,000' 396,000 
* In March Sale, 1725-6. 33 38,000 298,000 


— 
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2,3 77,000 I 79 I ,000 


Errata. pa 7. 1. 1, and 2d, Read, the Loſs at the ut- 
moſt, would Fs 18 but Eleven Hundred Eighty 


One Pounds. 
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